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Accessing the Contents of Archived
Documents with A2iA

The digitization of archives and old documents has
been identified as a necessity to preserve their
integrity and overcome the scarcity of space. But how
can the contents of these documents be accessed once
they have been scanned? How can specific information
be found amongst the terabytes of images?

It would seem that digitization is merely the first step in a multi-
step process that consists of qualifying, classifying and indexing
images of archived documents so that their informational wealth
can be fully utilized.

While ordinarily the process of classifying and indexing images
can be automated, the task becomes more complex when
dealing with archived documents. These files have characteristics
that make them challenging to automate with existing electronic
document management (EDM) solutions, such as: documents that are primarily
handwritten; contain writing that is old-fashioned; mixed formats that do not follow any
predefined template; possess a quality that has been diminished by time; and poor storage
conditions, to name a few.
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overly complex and are often quite
substantial. Consequently, the manual
indexing of documents becomes a long,
painstaking process that results in numerous
errors. Because of this, many organizations
have chosen to outsource this process, but not
without risk, notably in terms of data
confidentiality and quality control.

A2iA, the world Ileader in handwriting
recognition and automatic document
processing, still operates one of the world’s
first private research centers specializing in
the recognition of cursive handwriting, and has
developed one-of-a-kind software that can
automatically classify archived documents and
extract pertinent information.
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A2iA DocumentReader™:

- Recognizes handwriting, both modern and old-fashioned styles.

- Categorizes complex documents (documents that are old or unstructured, or that occur in
varied formats, etc.).

- Extracts all types of information, whether printed or handwritten.

A2iA DocumentReader™ analyzes the images of scanned documents based on both their
geometry and content. It then performs a literal transcription of the handwritten and/or
typewritten areas and in the following steps, extracts key words or expressions. Then, for
each analyzed image, the software defines the document-type and locates, extracts, and
converts key information into digital data that can become searchable and reportable, with
the same level of flexibility as printed or digital data.

A2iA DocumentReader™ Indexes Pre-1908 French Census Data

Thanks To A2iA DocumentReader™, Yale University Puts Its Botanical Specimens Online
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