
How to transform a field of research into business 
applications? 
 
A2iA was created in 1991 around the issues of digitisation and 
automation of document processing.  
 
Initially a research laboratory, A2iA develops a unique 
technology and contributes to the progress of the market of 
character recognition by launching the first software capable of 
reading freeform cursive handwriting in 1996. 

 
 
Thanks to constant investment in R&D, A2iA offers nowadays new perspectives in the 
fields of recognition of freeform cursive handwriting and machine-printed 
documents and intelligent classification of paper documents. 
 
 
 
A2iA’s value added: the reading capability for all types of documents and 
characters 
 
Whereas the traditional OCR/ICR technologies recognize only printed or sans serif 
handwritten characters, the IWR technology (Intelligent Word Recognition) developed 
by A2iA goes further and allows to automatically reading freeform cursive 
handwriting by recognizing words or strings of words.  
 
 
 
 
Thus, the A2iA technology allows to take into account all formats of writing, 
from the more simple (printed or sans serif handwritten characters) to 
the more complicated (freeform cursive handwritten characters). 
 
The IDR classification technology (Intelligent Document Recognition) 
especially developed by A2iA removes the boundary between structured 
documents (forms) and slightly or non structured documents (free 
mails). 
 
Whatever the type of document or writing, A2iA locates, extracts and 
recognizes the whole flow of handwritten and printed information and 
transmits it in digital format. 

A2iA offers a comprehensive 
range of recognition software: 

 

At the customers’ service throughout the world  
 
Leading companies across the world use the A2iA software daily in the sectors of 
administration, finance, banking, telecommunication, postal services, and transport.  
 
Some of these customers include Barclays, Bank of America, HSBC Hong Kong, United 
Airlines, the French Ministry of Defence, BNP Paribas, the French Postal Services, Royal 
Mail, Yale University… 
 
This technology is particularly suited for processing administrative forms, order 
forms, surveys, supplier invoices, checks, handwritten envelopes and letters. 

A2iA focuses on the development of software and 
privileges an international distribution strategy that rests 
upon an indirect selling system. 
 
170 distributor partners throughout the world 
integrate the A2iA software.  
 
Together, they have more than 700 customers in 20 
countries. 
 


